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Dear Parents, guardians and 
Friends of Xavier College,
 
Do you have “small people” in your household 
who are counting the sleeps till Easter, when 
rabbits and eggs undergo a remarkable change 
and assume the luscious texture and taste of 
chocolate? Do you have “grown-up-people” 
in your household who are ….?” Of course, 
you do, for Easter is a time of celebration.
 
We all know that rabbits and eggs, as such, do 
not turn into chocolate especially for Easter. 
However, increasingly the real meaning of 
Easter namely, Christ’s Resurrection, is being 
strongly questioned and presented as simply 
not true. The Resurrection of Jesus is central 
to Christian faith; indeed, to be a Christian it is 
essential to believe that God raised Jesus from 
the dead. About 25 years after the Resurrection, 
St Paul in his letter to the people of Corinth, 
stated, “If there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then not even Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith.”       1 Cor. 15: 13,14.
 
It is clear from all the earliest accounts of 
the Resurrection that Christ was recorded as 
having appeared to His followers not once 
only, but several times over many weeks. Could 
it have been that the first preachers of the 
Resurrection were deliberate liars? Did they 
hide the body of Christ and then spend the rest 
of their lives telling people that He had risen?
 
What, then, was the motive for such a lie, for the 
preaching of the Gospel brought with it no worldly 
advantage. The Apostles seized no land, piled 
up no gold, gained no political power or social 
status. Rather, they faced persecution from both 
the Jewish and Roman authorities in Palestine 
and throughout the empire. According to the 

Acts of the Apostles, in the years immediately 
following Christ’s death, His disciples suffered 
imprisonment, flogging, stoning and execution. 
And according to the Roman historian, Tacitus, 
the majority of people held them in contempt 
and Nero had them burnt to death. Why would 
even one person, yet alone large groups of 
people, face such things for a lie? The Apostles 
had no motive to preach the Resurrection 
unless they believed it, and no motive to believe 
it unless they had seen Christ risen again.
 
The people who plotted the death of Jesus, 
namely, the Jewish authorities in Jerusalem, 
were fearful of the spread of Jesus’ influence 
and were hostile to Him and His followers. If 
they wished to crush the new religious sect, they 
would simply have to produce Christ’s body. That 
they did not, sufficiently indicates that they could 
not. Adapted from writings of Thomas Crean O.P.
 
The Resurrection does not mean that Jesus resumed 
His previous life as an ordinary person, rather, it 
means that Jesus entered another kind and level 
of existence. This, Jesus, alluded to, when He said 
to the robber crucified next to Him, “Truly, this 
day you will be with Me in paradise.”  Luke 23:43.
 
Before we settle too comfortably into the 
celebrations on Easter Sunday, we might slip into 
Martha’s shoes and see what answer we come up 
with when Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
 
For The Greater Good,

  Michael Pate 
PRINCIPAL LEADER
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The focus point if the Opening Year was the 
celebration of our College 21st Birthday and 
College Mass. We have been constantly reminded 
of the ability and confidence of our students. 
We started the term by recognising academic, 
cultural and sporting achievements.  We hosted 
3 groups of visitors from China and our students 
were given the opportunity to learn with these 
students in their classes. Year 7 came together in 
our first XIL immersion program where they were 
introduced to learning at Xavier. Later in the term 
Year 7 had their camp and year 11 experienced 
the senior retreat. Both these overnight events 
required students to learn about themselves and 
their peers. Friendships were formed and some 
strengthened or repaired. 

Throughout the term students from each year 
group performed on the sporting field and 
achieved excellent results. The range of sports 
included (but not limited to) soccer, swimming, 
basketball, touch football, fencing, gymnastics 
and kayaking.

These extra-curricular experiences have occurred 
in partnership with the learning that takes place 
within the classroom. Students in year 7 and 
8 are completing XIL projects that offer deep 
and rich learning experiences that increase 
engagement and challenge students to learn 

new skills. Year 9 and 10 students have begun 
studying new elective courses, courses they have 
chosen because of their interests and future 
goals. Students in year 9 and 10 are encouraged 
to continue to exceed their own expectations by 
constantly striving to achieve their best. This will 
have a significant impact on each child’s future 
as they progress into senior schooling. Students 
in year 11 and 12 have made a significant step in 
their future and are working hard to achieve their 
best. I am proud of the way year 11 have taken to 
their preliminary study and this well serve them 
well throughout this year. Year 12 students are 
now half way through their HSC year. Their time 
at school is precious as they prepare for their 
Trial HSC and HSC exams. As a year group, this 
year 12 cohort has the second best attendance 
in the College and they should be proud of their 
effort.
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A quick look at the attendance rates for each 
group shows the following Year Group Percentage 
of students at school 90% of the time.

Year 
Group

Percentage of students at 
school 90% of the time.

Year 7 88.2%
Year 8 83.7%
Year 9 82.8%
Year 10 78.0%
Year 11 83.1%
Year 12 83.9%

Our attendance rates are constantly improving 
and I want to thank parents for working with 
us to ensure their child has the best education 
possible. Attendance at school is important as 
missing school creates gaps in learning. If you are 
concerned about your child’s attendance, please 
contact your child’s tutor group teacher or Dean 
of House. 

As we approach the final week of Lent and the 
Easter celebrations we turn to the example and 
teachings of Jesus. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
offers us all hope, particularly in times of need. 

Jesus prayed fervently, asked for guidance in 
times of need and trusted in God. We will all 
face adversity at times in our lives and can find 
comfort in Jesus’ example.

We will return to Term 2 on Tuesday the 30th of 
April with Week B timetables and in full winter 
uniform.

For The Greater Good,

 Greg Malone 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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As we journey towards the commemoration of Christ’s 
passion and death, the Lenten season may prove to 
be a time of personal reflection about our own lives.
Our College is founded on the Ignatian Tradition 
which promotes reflection on a daily basis. 
St Francis Xavier, who was a contemporary of St 
Ignatius Loyola, was influenced by his teachings and 
especially interested in his reflective form of prayer.
As a means of authentically following the Ignatian 
Tradition, we at Xavier College, engage in “The 
Examen” which is simple to use, but is an effective 
way of expressing gratitude for what we have, while 
examining areas of our lives where we could seek 
improvement. It is just one aspect of the Ignatian 
Tradition but serves as a personal evaluation of 
where we are in our spiritual connection with 
God. In essence it is  “a revision of life which 
ends in prayer and an openness to the grace of 
God, an encounter in ourselves and in others” 
that we meet on life’s journey.(ref: ‘Psychology 
for the Examen Explored.’-Andrew Walker)

The students at Xavier College use the 
Examen, especially during Religion classes, 
and are frequently involved in a ‘journal 
writing’ activity linked to the process.
At our recent Year 11 Retreat, the senior students 
as ‘a community’, used the Examen before they 
retired for the day and reflected on all the benefits 
of the prayerful activities in which they had been 
involved. They also focussed on the personal value 
of the Examen as a tool to use in their daily lives and 
a meditative method to help them cope with the 
challenges that they are likely to face as teenagers.

We are constantly informed that we live very busy 
life-styles in the 21st century and I would urge those 
who wish to “get in touch with their inner selves” and 

de-stress whilst connecting with the spiritual part of 
their being, to practice the Examen. This prayerful 
process can be completed as a group or individually.
I have included an outline of the Examen for those 
who are interest.

There are 5 steps to the Examen, (5 finger spiritual 
exercise) 

Before you begin, find a quiet space and try to relax, 
putting aside issues that may be worrying you. 
Place yourself, mentally, in the presence of God.

1.Give thanks 
Spend a few moments in gratitude for the gifts and 
blessings of the day.

DIRECTOR OF MISSION 
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2 Ask for light
Ask God to enlighten you, showing where he has 
been at work and present in your day through 
events, people and places.

3 Examine the day
Review the moments of the day, noticing what 
has led to actions, or comments which have been 
pleasing to others and to God and then think about 
incidents which may have caused hurt in others 
and was against what God intended. Examine your 
reactions to these events, people and places.

4 Seek forgiveness
Ask God’s forgiveness for the times when you have 
acted, spoken or thought contrary to his grace and 
calling for you.

5 Resolve to change
Decide what in your behaviour or attitude you will 
try to improve tomorrow.

The Examen might take 10 to 15 minutes to 
complete but over time becomes a valuable form of 
meditation in a busy world.

The Examen has proved to be an effective way 
of encouraging students to think about their 
actions, the impact on others and finally how 
they can turn a potential negative situation into a 
positive one in the future. “ Examen is in the best 
sense a reflection on oneself” - Jacques Pasquier.

I wish you a reflective Holy Week and a Happy Easter.

For The Greater Good, 

Christine Bainbridge
DIRECTOR OF MISSION 

9Volume 1, Issue 1



Since the commencement of the 2019 school year, there have been many important events already 
for our school community. When each year starts students receive Report Criteria from each subject 
teacher. This is a very simple document which your son/daughter has been asked to paste into their 
workbook that teachers will refer to as a guide and direct the learning of students. As well as this, 
students will be assessing their performance during the semester or in class time, in relation to 
their learning to gauge their progress. Please ask your son/ daughter to show you the criteria in 
their workbooks, so you are able to appreciate the nature of what they will be learning during this 
particular semester. At the end of the semester, the criteria is then used for reporting purposes and 
each aspect of the course will be awarded an E-A grade based on what has been demonstrated in 
terms of the knowledge and skills of a given course. These are the basis for the reports from Year 
7-12 at Xavier College.

For the Year 11 students this year is about experimenting with different studying routines, in order 
to select the most appropriate for them. You can help your son or daughter by ensuring they have 
revision folders for each course with the following suggested materials in each, in order to be able 
to study effectively:

● Preliminary syllabus
● Summary sheets for each syllabus dot point

Your son/daughter will need guidance on how to organise their time with other commitments and 
demands such as work, sport and social activities. Please ensure that they have a balance of all these 
things including time for physical activity each day. As well as this, a healthy diet and at least 8 hours 
sleep each night are critical to achieving success. Good organisational skills and time management 
are essential, as well as a commitment to reducing any distractions, such as social media, are all 
important to achieving the very best in all set tasks and assessment tasks. 

All Learning Booklets from Years 7-12 are available on Moodle. The Learning Booklets outline the 
assessment schedules for each course, assessment processes, the responsibilities of students and 
include the Application for Special Consideration form. Students from Years 10-12, who wish to make 
an Illness/Misadventure appeal must submit the appropriate Application for Special Consideration 
form with all relevant documentation to their classroom teacher on the day of return NOT the next 
lesson. The Learning Booklets allow students to be organised, by using the given assessment dates to 
plan and prioritise assessment tasks throughout the year.

Years 7-12 Parent/Teacher/Student conferences have recently occurred and this was a valuable 
opportunity to discuss student’s progress and assist them to exceed their own expectations 

DIRECTOR OF LEARNING 
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Lastly, the Year 9 Mentoring program has started and continues in Term 2, with the focus continuing to 
be on preparation for the upcoming NAPLAN examinations and the Subject Selection process. During 
Term 2 Subject Selection begins for Years 8, 9 and 10. Please be aware of information regarding this, 
particularly the Subject Selection Market which is on Tuesday 28th May from 4.30-6pm. Further to 
this, from 6pm-7pm a Year 10 Parent Information Evening will occur in the XC. Due to the importance 
of these events, this is compulsory for all students in Year 10..

Best wishes for a wonderful year of learning in 2019.

For The Greater Good, 

Alexei Hawkins
DIRECTOR OF LEARNING AND PEDAGOGY
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Feedback from staff, students and families suggested that the transition from primary to 
secondary school needs to be more tailored. As we know, this transition for learners can 
can be a time of excitement and new experiences, however, it can also pose many wonderings. 

The 2019 Year 7 Cohort were welcomed to Xavier College through a two week Xavier Inquiry 
Learning Immersion Project. Learners participated in the project within their House groups 
where there was an emphasis was placed on wellbeing and a  greater learning gain and growth 
for each learner when they commenced secondary school. 

By doing this, Year 7 had 3 focus areas of ‘fatih’, ‘community’ and ‘learning’. Within these 
areas, they focused on key enterprise skills by answering a variety of driving questions. Year 7 
were challenged with the idea of thinking ahead to 2024 and thus had to end their Immersion 
answering the following driving question:

“As the ideal graduate, what will you bring to the world in 2024?”

Learners had the opportunity to showcase their response to the final driving question at the 
Year 7 Meet and Greet. This was a wonderful evening as parents, guardians and families had 
the opportunity to gain further insight into the first two weeks of their son or daughters learning 
at the College. It also enabled parents, guardians and families to meet with our staff and the 
College Leadership Team.

Xavier Inquiry Learning Projects take place in Year 7 and 8 and an emphasis is placed on rigour 
and relevance. Our College is looking forward to further learning gain from the 2019 Year 7 
Cohort as they continue on with the inquiry model.

For The Greater Good, 

Bridget Mazzella
INQUIRY LEARNING TEAM LEADER 

INQUIRY LEARNING
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On Friday, April 5th students, Nathan Chambers, David Dawson, Matilda Dib, Christian Hliounakis, Kayne 
Maharaj, Mia Marquez, Emily-Jane McClifty, Anna Pallister, Majd Turk and Maddison Warby in year 11 
attended the Western Sydney University Youth Leadership Masterclass with Mr Pate and Miss Mazzella. 

This event was an open invitation to all schools within the state, however not all attended, and began with an 
introduction from the Head of The Academy and Associate Professor Jonathon Allen, who gave a brief outline 
on the days events and the academy itself. He explored the different opportunities that WSU provide students, 
such as completing a leadership course which is a Bachelor of Applied Leadership and Critical Thinking, 
this course has been newly introduced in order to prepare university students for future leadership roles. 

Professor Jonathon had then introduced WSU students Briana Melville and Charbel Korkmaz, who both 
presented their experiences and the opportunities they had received such as having the opportunity to 
travel to different countries and places such as the United Nations. Once the introductions concluded, the 
challenge commenced, different seminars and challenges were set throughout the university and each school 
had the ability to choose what topic they wanted to participate in. The challenge was to create an initiative 
based off the topic that you were in, for example, social media and self to mental health and wellbeing 
and to pitch in front of judges who will decide which school wins $1000 in order to fund for the plans.  

Out of the 10 students, 7 attended the Mental Health and Wellbeing group whilst the other 3 joined the 
Social Media and Self seminar, where guest speakers went through issues and information around these 
topics. Every school was seated at separate tables and were given, pens, markers and A3 pieces of paper, 
which were used throughout the day for the challenge. We were first asked to brainstorm information 
that we knew about this topic and what issues we thought corresponded with our specified matter. 
The group in Social Media & Self consisted of Emily-Jane McClifty, David Dawson and Matilda Dib, who 
believed that a major issue with social media is that people lose the ability to connect on a deeper level 
with reality and in Mental Health & Wellbeing, students,  Nathan Chambers, Christian Hliounakis, Kayne 
Maharaj, Mia Marquez, Anna Pallister, Majd Turk and Maddison Warby believed that fear of judgement and 
stigma has an immense on impact on those that suffer. Both groups were then required to find a solution 
that they could implement into the Xavier community, their next step once deciding on an initiative was 
to decide how they will market it and what events will take place in order for these plans to continue. 

We were then required to list the resources needed and how we plan to develop the initiative over 
time. We were then told to construct a 60-second pitch and present it in front of the competing schools 
and judges. The social media and self-group were up against 15 other schools and were the winners 
of their topic and came up with the idea of ‘Disconnect to Reconnect’ where students are mentored 
on how to disconnect from their devices and use social media appropriately in order to reconnect 
with those around them. The mentor groups will be student-run and will participate in for all years 
but in different ways. The group in mental health and wellbeing were up against 9 other schools and 
had also won. Their initiative was to train some students within the college on different mental health 

INQUIRY LEARNING
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The mentor groups will be student-run and will occur for all years but 
in different ways. The group in mental health and wellbeing were up against 9 other schools and had also 
won, their initiative was to train some students within the college on different mental health strategies 
and create a welcoming environment for those that suffer from mental health problems, allowing them 
to approach the trained students and ask for advice. The trained students will wear green “greater 
than” symbols to represent their core message, “your mental health is greater than other’s opinion”. 

The school will be given $2000 as both teams won, this money will be used towards resourcing and running 
these new initiatives in order to benefit the Xavier community. The day enabled these 10 students to adapt 
to situations where they need to critically think, problem solve, develop leadership and enterprise skills. 

For The Greater Good,

Matilda Dib
YEAR 11 SRC LEADER
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Year 11 Legal Studies travelled by train to the Parramatta Local and District Courts to enhance our knowledge 
of the NSW state court hierarchy system. The purpose of this excursion was to effectively prepare us for our 
upcoming assessment task, which required us to investigate various aspects of the Australian legal system. 
The excursion gave us all the opportunity to hear various cases that highlight the jurisdiction of both Local and 
District Courts, hence furthering our understanding and awareness of the relationship between different 
legal institutions and jurisdictions. From this day, we were able to come back to school with new learning 
that we could then apply within our legal studies’ lessons, as to enrich our interpretation of the syllabus. 

The excursion commenced at the Parramatta Local Courts. Before entering, we were greeted by one 
of the sheriffs. She informed us that it was AVO day, which meant that it would be very busy and fast-
paced inside the courts. We were told that we must be respectful and considerate of all people as 
AVOs, in particular, involve some sensitive issues. It was from sitting in and listening to a range of local 
court case proceedings, that we learnt the way in which a local courtroom is set out and operates. 
We witnessed law in action through the magistrate handing down a verdict for cases. From this, we 
were given insight into how a magistrate interprets legislation to determine a decision in a timely 
manner. After the magistrate adjourned one of the cases, the police prosecutor got up and he talked 
to us students about what was taking place, whilst detailing the many roles within the courtroom.  

After leaving the Parramatta Local Courts, a different police prosecutor came out and took 
the time to talk to us about their role, both inside and outside the courtroom. She provided 
us with context to some of the cases that we witnessed and she answered questions 
that we may have had to assist us in our understanding of the local court processes. 
To end the day we went to the Parramatta District Courts. This is where we sat in on more serious 
court cases as district courts have a higher degree of jurisdiction, therefore they handle more 
severe matters. All students got to watch a cross-examination take place and we learnt that 
this is one of the many factors that differentiate it from local courts. This is due to it being a 
feature of the adversarial process, which is primarily found within higher courts. We learnt that 
cross-examinations allow the defence to confront and undermine the prosecution’s case by 
exposing deficiencies in a witness’ testimony for the judge and jury to take into consideration. 

This legal excursion enabled students to acquire new learning, knowledge, and understanding 
of the NSW state court hierarchy system, as well as uncover the relationship between different 
legal institutions and jurisdictions as to make direct connections to the syllabus. Our learning from 
visiting the Parramatta Local and District Courts most definitely enriched our understanding 
of the syllabus as it gave us physical insight into how the Australian legal system operates. 

LEGAL STUDIES EXCURSION
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LEGAL STUDIES EXCURSION This legal excursion enabled students to acquire new learning, knowledge, and understanding 
of the NSW state court hierarchy system, as well as uncover the relationship between different 
legal institutions and jurisdictions as to make direct connections to the syllabus. Our learning 
from visiting the Parramatta Local and District Courts most definitely enriched our understanding 
of the syllabus as it gave us physical insight into how the Australian legal system operates. 

For The Greater Good,

Mia Marquez 
YEAR 11 LEGAL STUDIES STUDENT
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Instalment 1 fees have been posted and are now due. If you have not yet received your fee 
statement Please contact Steve Hackett at the College. 

Reminder Notice Period for Students withdrawing Enrolment. 

A terms notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the principal before the removal of 
a student or  a full terms is payable. 

We would like to officially announce the 2019 
Musical for Xavier College will be The Addams 
Family (Young@Part). Auditions began this 
week and rehearsals should start in sport time 
during Term 4. With the cast being announced 
shortly this should be an amazing show. 
Performances will be between the 2nd and 
the 11th of May 2019, so keep the dates free in 
your calendar.

Mr Hazell
Director

MUSICAL 2019

PARENT REMINDER
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