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On Wednesday morning I attended the funeral of Mrs. Kylie Benchoam mother of Hayden (2019) and Ashleigh (2016) with a
College Captains (Ruairi, Bianca, Nick and Sarah). It was a wonderful celebration of a life well lived by a wife and mother loved
so dearly by her family. St Paul in writing to the Thessalonians says “ …we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so we believe
that God will bring with Jesus those who have died believing in him.” Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord, and may perpetual
light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen.
Our College has been adapting new technologies to support learning and incorporating new strategies in our teaching to
develop confident and literate students ready to engage in a changing world. Each lesson begins with clear learning intentions
and co-constructing success criteria to enable students to self-monitor and regulate their learning. At Xavier we are always
searching for ways to engage and enhance student learning through our many innovative approaches learning.
During this term students in Stage 4 and Stage 5 completed several Xavier Inquiry Learning (XIL) projects under the direction
of their classroom teachers with ongoing guidance and support from Miss Mazzella (Team Leader XIL). This type of learning
provides students with (i) a sense of independence in their learning, (ii) a firsthand experience of how ideas can influence
others, (iii) an understanding of the benefits of collaboration, (iv) a mindset for encountering and solving real world problems,

(v) a belief that everyone can learn at high level, (vi) an appreciation for the immense and complex diversity of people and ideas
and (vii) the ability to develop a depth of knowledge and skills that make contemporary learning in today’s world. A typical
XIL project moves through several phases commencing with the launch of the project, several workshops facilitated by both
students and teachers, and finally a presentation and reflection. Currently we are working with an international education,
Michael McDowell (Superintendent of Schools Ross District USA). Michael, has assisted our teachers to develop new strategies
as we continue to refine our learning at Xavier. It is a tribute to our College when international educators ‘ask’ to work with us!
This term our Creative and Performing Arts team (teachers and students) performed the Addams Family Musical to a ‘packed’
house each night. The cast and crew creatively embarked on mystical journey through song, staging, acting and special
effects, resulting in an outstanding production. Mr. Peter Hazell (producer and director) along with several staff members
and a student cast of 40 demonstrated how hard work, determination, collaboration and critical thinking the core elements
of learning can be found in a musical production. I wish to extend my appreciation to the many parents who have supported
their children during this production. The CEDP’s performance arm is CAPTIVATE and this year they are staging a play at the
Lennox Theatre at the Parramatta Riverside Theatre. It includes students and staff from many of the schools in the diocese
including one from Xavier Mia Bryant, I wish Mia great success with this performance.
On the sporting field we continue to excel within the PDSSSC competition each Thursday. A hallmark of Xavier sporting
students is their dedication to training and sportsmanship. I would like to congratulate Ethan McGuinness and Brylee Henry
for achieving excellence in their chosen sport. Mr. Whiley is currently designing the ‘Xavier Sporting Hall of Fame’ as each
month we discover another quiet achiever who is exceeding expectations.
The Xavier Mission Team (XMT) have raised a considerable amount of funds to support the work of St Vincent de Paul within
a local community. As a College, we appreciate the overwhelming support of parents and students as we fundraise to support
the mission of the Church.
As this our newsletter for this term, I thought we should take some time to think back over the many accomplishments and
exciting learning experiences that have taken place during the last 10 weeks, for it was once said “that if we don’t take the
time to reflect on the past with gratitude for all that we have learned, how can we hope to make a difference in the future.”
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At the end of this term let us give thanks to our God for the commitment of the staff and students who have
participated in an extremely productive term of learning and leading. A summary of our term:
● Staff Development Day
● Mass and prayer in the Chapel every Friday
● Numerous sporting events –both boys and girls teams have excelled in these competitions - PDSSSC
● Mother’s Day Mass and Luncheon
● College Musical – The Addams Family Musical
● Jazz in the PAS
● Incursions and excursions
● Debating
● Western Sydney University – Young Leaders Competition Winners in both categories
● Work Placement for our VET Students
● Subject Selection talks for Years 10
● Subject Market
● Photo Day
● Student café each Wednesday
● Xavier Mission Team (XMT)
● Senior Study on Tuesday evenings
● Write a Book in Day – Junior School (Years 7-10)
● NSW Fencing Championships
● Establishment of the Xavier Fitness Centre
● Agriculture students preparing for UniSteers and Penrith Show
● Information Nights for Year 10
● Parent Teacher Interviews
● NAPLAN Tests for Year 7 and Year 9
● HSC Minimum Standards Testing
● Mufti Day and fund raising for the Catholic Care
● Year 7 2020 enrolment interviews
● Outstanding learning happening in all areas of the College
● Upgrade of technology across the College.
● Xavier Inquiry Learning – Project launches with international speakers
For The Greater Good,

Mrr Michael Pate
PRINCIPAL LEADER
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS MESSAGE
This term has been packed full of events for students,
providing opportunities for students to experience
success both in and out of the classroom. Success is
defined as the accomplishment of a goal. At Xavier
College, we are informed and guided by our College
Motto For the Greater Good, as such each student is
challenged to achieve their goals in all realms of their
life. The holistic view of each student applies to their
spiritual, intellectual, emotional, social and physical
development. Today, I am focussing on the spiritual
and intellectual development that we have achieved
in term 2.

proud to say that every student is provided with a
range of tasks that challenge their skills and their
understanding of the world. Every student I have
spoken to is able to tell me what they are learning,
why they are learning this and can describe a range
of strategies to achieve success when they wish to
experience greater progress in their learning.

Spiritual development refers to each student’s ability
to find meaning and purpose in life. This term we
commenced each week by praying our College
Prayer together. In Religious education classes, all
students participate in The Examen, this involves a
careful reflection on the events of a day, to detect
God’s presence and to discern our future direction.
Students in year 7-9 have also participated in House
reflection days, here they have learnt about the origin
and influence of their House patron and how this
continues to influence us in 2019. We also gathered
for Mother’s Day Mass to give thanks for the many
gifts that mothers have and the personal sacrifice
they make for their children. This event continues to
grow each year and we look forward to even more
mothers and grandmothers attending to celebrate in
2020.

exceptional production and our students were, in
a word, magnificent. This musical lifted the entire
College and I want to congratulate every member of
the cast and crew for their contribution to making
this such a success.

Each student has the capacity to learn and develop
their intellectual knowledge and skills. Throughout
term two students have continued to exceed their own
expectations in class and extra-curricular activities.
I have viewed classes in each year and subject, to
witness the great learning that is happening. I am

Learning doesn’t just occur in the classroom, there
have been many extra-curricular activities this term
including the Addams Family Musical, ANZAC Day
Service, PDSSSC Sport, Iggies vs Joeys competition
to name a few. The Addams family musical was an

I encourage every student to challenge their learning
in Semester two by setting challenging yet achievable
goals that stretch their current ability as they work
towards their full development at Xavier College.
For The Greater Good,

Mr Greg Malone
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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Congratulations
to our
Silver Award
recipients
Mia Marquez, Year 11

Declan Burgess, Year 12

Sundance Fuller, Year 12
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LEARNING AND PEDAGOGY
Term 2 has been an incredibly busy term, from Years 7-11
reports being published, Year 8-10 subject selections
for 2020, Write a Book in a Day, Poetry in Action, HSC
Minimum Standards testing, Year 12 HTA Ancient and
Modern History Study Day at Sydney University, Years 7
and 9 NAPLAN testing, to watching Midsummers Night’s
Dream at the Joan Sutherland theatre. Many thanks to all
of the staff who have organised and contributed to these
events. Year 12 students have the opportunity to join the
holiday study sessions occurring throughout the Term 3
holidays. The timetable has been placed on the Senior
Google class page and Moodle-Student Learning-Year
12. During Term 3 there will be a number of significant
events occurring.
1. The Trial HSC Examinations will commence on Monday
5th of August for Year 12 and some Year 11 students
(early Commencement VET students) and continue into
Week 5 Monday 19th of August. These examinations will
provide a fantastic opportunity for Year 12 students and
relevant Year 11 students to experience examinations
that have been set externally and are unseen to the
students. Students will continue to prepare for these
examinations throughout the early part of Term 3 and
will continue with HSC revision after the Trial HSC
examinations are complete. The Trial HSC examination
timetable was given out to students and is available on
Moodle under Student Learning- Year 12 or Year 11. Year
12 students are only required at the College on the days
of their timetabled examinations, while Year 11 students
involved in VET examinations are to be present at the
College each day. Please ask your son/daughter to view
the Trial HSC timetable so you can support through this
valuable stage of their education.
During this time, it is very important that students
maintain a healthy diet, get a minimum of 8 hours sleep
and integrate physical activity into each day. This allows
students to study well and perform to their optimum
during the examination weeks. Good luck to all students
who are working very hard preparing for the Trial HSC
Examinations. A pleasing exam result will be the direct
result of many hours of preparation and hard work.

2. The Year 11 students will work solidly during Term
3 to revise in preparation for their Assessment Block
during Weeks 8 and 9 of Term 3. The Assessment Block
timetable will be available on Moodle under Student
Learning early Term 3. You can help your child by
ensuring they have revision folders for each course with
the following suggested materials in each in order to be
able to study effectively for their assessment tasks:
●
●
●
●

Preliminary HSC syllabus
Study cards/notes for each topic
Areas that require extra revision for each topic
Support notes from teacher

Your son/daughter will need guidance on how to organise
their time with other commitments and demands such
as work, sport and social activities. Please ensure that
they have a balance of all these things including time
for physical activity each day. As well as this, a healthy
diet and at least 8 hours sleep each night are critical to
achieving success. Good organisational skills and time
management are essential, as well as a commitment to
reducing any distractions, such as social media, are all
important to achieving their very best.
Best wishes for a wonderful year of learning in 2019.
For The Greater Good,

Mrs Alexi Hawkins
DIRECTOR OF LEARNING & PEDAGOGY
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FORMATION & SPIRITUALITY
Dear Parents, Friends and Guardians,
As always at Xavier College, term two seems to have been
filled with so many exciting events, not least of all was the
beautiful Mothers’ Day Mass that witnessed the chapel filled
to capacity. As an added feature of this memorable day, a
magnificent production the of “The Addam’s Family”, to which
the mothers were invited, showcased the outstanding talents
of our students as they took on the roles of disciplined actors
and fine ambassador for our Xavier community.
Reflection days for each of our colour houses proved to be
both socially and spiritually beneficial with the Examen, that
I referred to in last month’s edition of Companion, being a
means of meditation and communal reflection.
One may ask that since our patron Saint is St Xavier, why then
are we known as a college that is founded on and guided by
the Ignatian tradition.
A short historical outline tells how the great missionary St.
Francis Xavier, born in 1506 was from a French noble family, like
his mentor Ignatius Loyola. When Francis met Ignatius in Paris
he was a proud, ambitious young man wanting to accomplish
great deeds in the world. For three years Ignatius patiently
encouraged Francis to look at his life differently.

“What profits a man,” Ignatius asked Francis, “if he gains the
whole world and loses his soul?”These words resonated with
Francis who began to view his world with greater gratitude
for the small but very relevant aspects of life. Benefiting
from Ignatius as his spiritual mentor he began to develop a
reflective form of prayer based on wisdom and advice from
Ignatius. Consequently, Francis would probably have entered
into prayers similar to the Examen since this was a method of
reflection Ignatius promoted.

Xavier College is proud of its Ignatian tradition and the Examen
is just one example of how this tradition is integrated into the
daily life of our great college.
For The Greater Good,

Ms Christine Bainbridge
DIRECTOR OF MISSION & FORMATION
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SPORTING SUCCESS
Bryleeh
H e n

r

y

A talented soccer player who has been selected in
U/18’s NSW All Schools team to compete in the All
Schools Australian Championships later this year.
She represented the NSWCCC team and scored
5 goals in 3 games and was named MVP for the
NSW. Recently she travelled with an emerging
soccer developmental team to France to watch the
Womens Soccer World Cup and met a few of the
Australian Maltidas players. She currently plays in
the NSW Institute of Sport Open Womens team
and is hoping to make the Australian team in the
next couple of years. Not only is Bryleeh gifted in
touch but she recently been selected in the U/17’s
Australian Women’s Oz tag team who will be playing a series of matches against other countries
like New Zealand in the next couple of months.

Ethan
M c G u i n e s s
Ethan was announced at the Australian Tumbling
Championships as the Senior National Tumbling
Champion for 2019 and has qualified for his first
Senior World Championships in Japan at the end
of the year. Furthermore, he will be travelling to
Spain to compete in the Senior World Cup Tumbling Competition in late October where he will be
competing against the best athletes from around
the world. This is outstanding news for Ethan as

in early 2018, Ethan severally broke both bones
in his leg from a tumbling exercise and requiring major surgery and physiotherapy. His leg was
held together by metal rods and had screws holding his bones together. But after intense physiotherapy, Ethan was back practicing and training
late last year and from the recent results, we can
see he didn’t loose any of his ability.
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Sophie Wilson &
Chri tian Hilounakis
Sophie & Christian are currently in Spain competing in the
World Championships for slalom and freestyle kayaking

Breanna Green
Breanna recently played in the Australian Women’s Baseball
Championship. She was the lead pitcher and lead her State to
victory.

Cooper Easthrope
Cooper is currently travelling to Queensland for the National
Men’s Softball Championships.
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COLLEGE MUSICAL
There are some elements of our society that live on in the
minds of a generation. One of these is The Addams Family.
It belongs to the zeitgeist of the young television generation
of the 60’s and has stayed in the popular culture ever since.

In term two this family favourite came to Xavier in the form of
The Addams Family Musical. A witty and toe tapping musical
that uses a quirky, and at times outrageous, family to take a
closer look at how all families cope with changing relationships, With the play’s many one liners and classic gothic style
it was the perfect musical vehicle for an amazing and talented group of Xavier students to perform.

The head of the Addams family was skillfully performed
by Brennan Zunia-Terrey in Year 12, whose tongue in cheek
looks reflected the silly style that has made the Addams family such a well loved show. The lovely Morticia was equally
well played by the dual casts of Chloe Brennan and India Wilcockson who both showed the talents of our students here
at the college.
Of course the musical had all the major characters, including
Adam Brunham as Fester Addams, Hayden Wright as Pugsley
Addams, Saoirse Milligan and Alexandria Miller both lending
their significant vocal talents to Wednesday Addams, and
finally Darcie Holcombe and a staff member Ms Leehy dualling the role of Grandma.

The cast was rounded out with a delightful ensemble of
ghosts and spirits from years 8 to 11 who worked beautifully
together and showed the audience that every moment on
stage can be a special event. I have to mention here the funny addition of the part of “Thing” (A disembodied hand) that
introduced the show, played by a special guest, our very own
principal Mr Pate.
This musical event was a first for Xavier College for many reasons including it was the first musical to ever be performed in
our dynamic Performing Arts Space. It was fully transformed
into a thrust stage with tiered seating and
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theatrical lighting. Many students work tirelessly on creating a wonderful set for the production and adding special
effects, lighting and sound that lifted the roof of the venue.

The audiences that got the lucky chance to see this production all gave it fantastic reviews and commented on how
engaging and humorous it was for all. It is not an exaggeration to say this was a highlight for life of the college and
a learning experience for all involved. This production, yet
again, showed the many and varied talents of our students
and the way they are able to work together to create special
moments that will not be forgotten for a long time.
For The Greater Good,

Mr Peter Hazell
LEADER OF LEARNING, CREATIVE AND PERFORMIONG
ARTS
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WRITE A BOOK IN A DAY

On Tuesday 18th June, almost 70 students from across Years
7, 8, 9 and 10 gathered to participate in the Write a Book in A
Day in support of the The Kids’ Cancer Project.
Held annually across the country in schools, workplaces and
universities, teams of up to ten are tasked with the mammoth
job of creating, writing and illustrating their own book in just
12 hours!
Once completed, the wonderful books are donated to children in hospitals all across Australia to provide a welcome
reprieve from the day to day of these children’s lives.
This year, Xavier College held our Write a Book in a Day Challenge on a cold and brisk Tuesday! Our NINE teams, comprised of 3 x Year 7, 2 x Year 8, 2 x Year 9 and 2 x Year 10 met
at 8am to receive the parameters and begin crafting their
stories.
The parameters include characters as wide ranging as construction workers, goanna, detectives, alpacas, golf players
and astronauts. As if their task is not hard enough, each year,
the students are also required to include 5 randomly chosen
words into the book without any modifications.
This year, the students’ words were community, skipped,
magic, canvas and sings and all students found their own
creative and entertaining way to include them.
The students’ hard work, creativity and determination persisted all throughout the night, even as the sugar from their

sweets worn off and the weather became stormy and wet.
For some students, this was their first attempt at Write a Book
in A Day and their efforts in producing their book are to be
highly commended.
We are extremely proud of our budding writers and cannot
wait to see what books they write next!
For The Greater Good,

Ms Jessica Hanlon
ENGLISH TEACHER
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If you are wondering why schools and government policy make an emphasis on student attendance then read
below the snippet from one Australian educational authority.
Research on student attendance shows that poor
school attendance is associated with: lower academic
achievement including literacy and numeracy early
school leaving leaving school with fewer qualifications
reduced opportunities for students to learn and
access educational resources, further limiting
achievement further absenteeism in higher year levels
increased alcohol, tobacco, and substance use in
adolescents.

Questions to reflect on:
● How many days has your child had away from
school?
● Were they all due to illness?
● Are there reasons other than illness for absences?
● Will you child be at risk of lower achievement
levels because of absenteeism?

WHAT’S ON NEXT TERM?
GRANDPARENTS DAY
JULY 26TH
9.50am
Pease RSVP to the College office on
02 4777 0900

XAVIER COLLEGE LLANDILO, NINTH AVE, LLANDILO, NSW 2747
http://www.xavierllandilo.catholic.edu.au/home

